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Commerce 
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| BEING 
CoNsIDERATIONS on the State of the Briti/h Trade, &c. 





From @Churlday, December 17. to Saturday, December 19. 1713. 





The Sum of the Argument repeated about the French Influence on the Trade to Spain. 
Our People ftriving not to Promote but Obftruct their Commerce in General. ; | 
Clamour at Trade, weaken Trade, and difcourage the Merchants from launching out. 
The Reafon of Publifhing our large Exports of Goods to France laid down. 


The Virginia Trade inj 
The Fifh-Trade likewife. 


urd for want of the Treaty of Commerce being fettled. 


The Abfurdity of the Notion that the French can fell their Woolen Mawufakures in Spain. 





T muft pafs among reafonable Men for a fufficient 
Proof, that no Prohibitions can ever be made of 
our Manufactures in Spain in favour of France, if 
it appears that France is not able to fupply them ; 

and, that France cannot .do this, has been proved, in 
that they could not when they had all the Trade in their 
own Hands during the late War. 

We come now to the Objection ahout Impofitions ; 
and the flate of this Cafe brings us directly to the Trea- 
ty of Commerce, where the feveral Duties which our 
Trade fhall be liable to in France are fettied and ad- 
jufted. | 

Thus the Trade to Sain is fully fecured from French 
Influence, of which fo much has been alledged to fo lit- 
tle Effect. 

PROHIBITIONS, by the Nature of the Trade, they 
cannot make. 

IMPOSHTIONS, by the Capitulations of the Treaty, 
they mut nor liy on; I mean unequal ones: How then 
can the French influence the Spanifh Trade to our Pre- 
judice ? 

It werte to he wifh’d: Men would confider thefe Things 
calmly, and fee whether by thus Wrangling themfelves 
out of their Trade, they do not all that in them lies to 
diftourage our People from launching out into Trade 
for the Benefit of the Publick Stack, as now in time of 
Peace, would be the Cafe. It is without queftion the 
common Inrereft, that Trade fhould extend it felf; and 
we have as able and as adventurous Merchants as any 
in the World, and farnifhed with as good Stock: but 
while fuch (ifmal Stories are framed and handed about, 
(viz.) of our being wormed out of our Trade, the 
Markets being fiappled by the French and no Demand 
for our Goods, and thofe Goods which the French bring 
being better and cheaper than ours; do ye think thefe 
Things do not amufe our Merchants, make them Cau- 
tious and Backward, and confequenitly leffen and contra& 
the General Commerce of the Nation! It cannot be 
otherwile. ; 

If yoy fpread a Report that the Algerines wete at 
War with us, and that they began to take our Ships, 


would it not immediately put a Check to our Shipping 
that way, till Time fhould difcover the Matter of Fact 
to be otherwife ? And is not every thinggghat hinders 
our Exportations and checks our Navicafhn, a publick 
Injury to the Nation! Whar tho’ perhaps in fome time 
the Merchants get better Information, and learn to 
know that all thefe Things are Delufions and Chimera’s, 
the Cheats of a Party to carry on a Caufe that has no 
relaticn to” Trade, they may indeed fall upon Trade 
again then when it appears fo, but who fhall make the 
Nation Amends for the Lofs, and the Poor Amends for 
their want of Employment in the interim? It might 
have been expected that after fo long.an Interruption of 
Commerce by the War, we fhould have found the 
Fiuits of the Peace in amighty Flux of Trade.upon the 
firft opening of Commerce in Europe; and it would 
have been fo, nay it .has been fo; it would have been 
fo to us if we had not ftumbled at the Threfhold, if we 
had not quarrell’'d. with our own Advantages, and 
thrown that Prize out of our Hands which our Neigh- 
bours, who prompted us to. reieét ir, flood {hearing in 
our Faces and caught out of our Mouths, making us 
their Sport, and our Commerce their Gain, 

As it would have been fo to us, it is apparent it has 
heen fo to the Dutch; while we have been wrangling 
about the Commerce, whether we thall Trade or not 
Trade, whether we thall Ict the French have any of our 
Manufactures or no, the Dutch fill the French Ports 
with their Ships, and with Goods of Ml Nations, nay 
even with our own Goods; and We get the Gleanings 
of the Trade after them. 

And yet even thofe Gleanings are equal to a very 
confiderable Trade, ang are laid beford@you, that the 
World by it may-judge what a Trade we fhould have 
had: beto:e now, if our ManufaGures alfo had been let 
into France by the Treaty of Commerce. Moft abfurd 
and trifing is that Cavil at this Paper; as if Contradict- 
ing it felf by frying, To day our Goods are not admitted 
into France, and then Printing what great Quantitics 
of our Goods the French take of us: $s any thing more 
ju and more plain! Ir what we have 1s bur the Glean- 
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os, and yet thofe Gleanings are fo confiderable, what 
\ culd the Trade amount-to had the Treaty Deel made 
‘ ae and had the high Duties in Frange been ta- 
ken olf? — 


VY Let any one examine daly Bs Ie of our Goods 


it 
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las they ftand in the dajly-fntries; Jet them add to 
| them the great Quantities” privately conyey’d, 1 mean 
} privately as to the Cuftom-houfe Accoufits, and as to 
! what appears: The Quantities fent into France and 
the French Dominions, up the Maes, the Sambre, the 

Mofelle, the Saar, and the Rhine; the Quantities fent 
to Marfeilles, and Entred to THE STREIGHTS in 
General ; the Quantities fhipped for FLANDERS, 
which is as much as to fay no where, that is, to France ; 
| for if they went to Flantler$° bona fide, they would 
Enter for Oftend, or Newport, thofe being the only 
Ports of Flanders which any Ship can go to. 

Let any Man examine thefe Quantitics, and then 
confider that our Woollen Manufacture makes but a 
poor figure ameng them ; becaufe of a Duty on it all 
in France equal to.a Prohibition ; and that becaufe the 
Trade is unfettled, and the Treaty unfinifhed ; and what 
a magnitude do they think itis juft to fuppofe that 
Trade would come to, if thofe Duties were taken off, 
and the Manufaétores free again: And this is the Reafon 
tor publifhing the Particulars of the daily Exportations, 
and a Reafon it is. 

Let the Virginia Merchants confider their Cafe : They 
know that the Tobacco Trade labours under a Mono- 
poly in France, being Engrofled in a Farm to the King ; 
yet, even in this Cafe, we fee by the daily Entries vaft 
Quantities Exported thither, at leaft after the rate of 
12 or 14 Thoufand Hogfheads a Year: But, if as by 
the Treaty that Cafe is to be reétified, and the Farm in 
France be taken off, it is very probable France would 
taketrom 20to 30000Hogtheads of Tobacco of us a Year ; 
and let the Virginia Merchants fay whether, in the 
finking Circumftanves of that Colony, fuch a Con- 
{amption is not well worth an open Encouragement. 

Our Fifh is another Article. The MERCATOR 
is credibly informed, tho’ it cannot be brought to a 
proof, that 27000 Barrels of Red Herrings have been 
fent to France from England and Scotland this laft Year ; 
but whether exactly that Quantity or no, it is certain 
a very Quantity has been; but what a Quantity more 
would have gone then, had the Duties been taken off, as 
they are to be by the Treaty, and that not of Red Her- 
rings only, but of White Herrings, Cod, Pilchards, 
Salmon, &c. to the ineftimable Advanrage of this Na- 
| tion, and for want thereof to the prefent ineftimable 
| Advantage of the Dutch ? 

But our People who Oppofe this Trade, enter not 
I. into the Merits of thefe Cafes, nor are they for having 
the Trade made good where it may be deficient, but for 
| anaes it by wholefale, as a Trade that will right or 
wrong deftroy us, not at home only, but every where 
elfe: And to Anfwer thefe general Scandals, the 
MERCATOR has examined thé flate of our Trade 
to Spain, and cleared it of the Reproach raifed upon it 
of being Engroffed and Influenced by the French. 

One would think the great Exports which have been 
made to Spain for this laft Year, and which are made 
thither every Day, fhould Convince People; and were 
not theit Prejudices riveted too faft for Reafon to re- 
move, they would have been Convinced. But thefe 
People muft wait till they grow afhamd, e’re they will 
be in the leaft manner Silenced. 

Who hinders the French from fending their Woollen 
Manufactures now to all the Ports of Spain? Why, if 
they are Chedber and Better tlwn ours, do they not Sell 
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them there, and foreftall the Markets, fo that ours 
cannot be Sold ? 

If you were to Talk to a Spaniard of the French 
Woollen Manufactures, of their Finenefs, Goodnefs and 
Cheapnefs, and of their Underfelling the Englifh, he © 
would laugh you to fcorn. , 

Why do not thefe Merchants of Experience, as they 
call themfelves, produce Letters from their Correfpon- 
dents, at Cadiz, at Bilboa, at Alicant and Malaga, com- 
plaining of the great Glut of French Woollen Manu- 
fatures that come there, which being Better than the 
Englith, and Cheaper, caufes the Englifh Goods to 
remain Unfold ? Let them produce fuch Vouchers, It 
may be ventur'd upon the Honotir of the Faétors of 
our Nation abroad, that they would fcorn to write 
fuch a palpable ridiculous Banter upon their Country ; 
at leaft they would be loth the World. fhould fee fo grofs 
an Abfurdity come abroad under their Hands, and if it 
fhould be tranfmitted to them again in Spain, they 
would be laugh’d at by all the Merchants about them. 

Nay, give the French Merchants ,their due, they do 
not pretend to it: They have their Silk Manufaétures, 
fine Broads, Silk Druggets, and fuch kinds of Goods, 
fine Linens, Lace, and the liké; and of thefe they al- 
ways fent a great Quantity to Spain, and may do fo fill ; 
but asto Woollen Manufactures from France to Spain, 
fuch as Bays, Broad-Cloths, Hofe, Stuffs, Serges, Do- 
zefis, Kerfies, Flannels, Cottons, Planes, and fuch 
Goods as thefe, it never was yet heard of, and we have 
good Grounds to fay it is ridiculous to fuppofe it. 


From the Custom-House. 


Exported to France in Three Days, 
December 10, 11, 12. 


19621. Cotton Wooll 
2 C. Books 
12000 Lanthorn Leaves 
29750 Horn Plates 
5 Ton7C. Copperas 
7 Ton7C, Allom 
6 Ton 2C. Block Tin 
C. Bees Wax 
10 Ton Nicorago Wood 
_ 3 Ton 1c C. Pommice ftone 
SDN 5 Ton Logwood 
| 91 C. Brown Sugar 
1451 |.. Pimento 
3276 |. Pepper 
74203 |. Virginia Tobacco 
350 Quarter Barley, price 21s. per Quarter. 
350 Quarter Oates 
Certain odd Things. 








ADVERTISEMENT. 


BOOKS printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 


* * The Four Volumes of Memoirs from the New 
Aralantis, in S*. Four Parts, andan Appendix, of JOHN BULL, 
publifh’d by the Author of the faid New Atalantis. The Condu<t 
ot the Allies, the 7th Edition. Remarks on the Barrier-Treaty, 
the 2d Edition, by the Author of the Conduct of the Allies, The 
Examiners tor the Year 1710-11, in one Vol. in 12°. Memoirs 
of Connt Tariff, by which the whole Secret Hiftory of the Refu- 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, &¢. The Impor- 
tance ot the Guardian confider’d, in a Second Letter to the Bailiff 
of Stockbridge: By a Friend to Mr St——le. Part of the 7th 
Epiftle of the Firft Book of Horace imitated, and Addrefs’d toa 
Nobile Peer ; the 3d Edition. , 
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